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consider himself indecent if he took a yard of cloth beyond the physical require-
ments of the teeming millions, whom he described as having but one meal, not
knowing milk, and as sometimes being driven in the summer months to live on
grass These millions were knocking at our doors, and, in closing, Mr. Gandhi
urged that England must not build her happiness on the tombs of millions, as she
had done, he feared

In the discussion Mr Gandhi repeated his argument that the boycott
may have been the last straw, but was only a contributory factor in Lancashire's
loss of trade He noted the other world causes of Lancashire's decline. He
also repeated his suggestion that, assuming that there is a fair settlement with
Great Britain, it is possible to have a contract with Lancashire on behalf
of the Government for taking, on a decreasing scale from year to year, goods
from Lancashire, This, he admitted, would simply tide over Lancashire's diffi-
culty for a little time and no more

Mr Gandhi contested a suggestion that his policy is a dangerous form of
nationalism. He gave the impression of desiring an India self-sufficing in food
and clothing, but open to receive other kinds of goods from abroad He left
his hearers with some final words about Japanese business methods, and urged
that it would be better for Lancashire to divert her attention from India and
solve her problems in terms of the world crisis, in which the Indian contribu-
tion was only a speck on the screen
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51.    INTERVIEW TO UNEMPLOTED
WORKERS' DEPUTATION1

WEST  BRADFORD,
September 27, 1931

I would be untrue to you, I would be a false friend if I
were not frank with you, ... I strove with Lord Irwin last
March for the liberty to boycott liquor and foreign cloth. He sug-
gested that I might give up the boycott for three months as a
gesture and then resume it. I said I could not give it up for
three minutes. You have three million unemployed, but we have
nearly three hundred million unemployed for half the year. Your
average unemployment dole is 70 shillings. Our average income
is 7 shillings and six pence a month. That operative was right
in saying that he was falling in his own estimation. I do believe
it is a debasing thing for a human being to remain idle and to
live on doles. Whilst conducting a strike, I would not brook the

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's report, "Gandhiji in Lancashire"